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Ray began his career with the Rich
Products Corporation, working for the
SeaPak Shrimp and Seafood division in
Saint Simons Island. Over the next
three decades, he would have a positive
impact on the seafood industry and on
our community. Ray was a genuine ad-
vocate for seafood sustainability and a
trusted voice in meeting with Members
of Congress. Ray served as chairman of
the National Fisheries Institute’s tech-
nical committee from 1994 to 1996, and
was the technical chairman of the Na-
tional Shrimp Industry Association
from 1998 to 2005.

In 2017, he was recognized as the sea-
food industry leader for his decades of
commitment to seafood sustainability
and quality. Despite Ray’s countless
career achievements, his proudest role
was as a father and grandfather.

Madam Speaker, my thoughts and
prayers are with his family, friends,
and all who knew him during this most
difficult time.

RECOGNIZING PASTOR BILL LIGON

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and
honor Pastor Bill Ligon of Brunswick,
Georgia, for his 90th birthday.

Pastor Ligon experienced the call of
God at 18 years old. Since then, he
founded the Christian Renewal Church
in Brunswick, Georgia, and has served
as its pastor for over 40 years. Pastor
Ligon has served throughout the south-
east, but the impact of his outreach re-
mains immeasurable.

He is one of the founders of the Fel-
lowship of Churches and Ministers
International, with churches in eight
States and three foreign countries.
Alongside his wife, Pastor Ligon served
for 6 years as Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries in Spain where they served
churches and taught the gospel.

Madam Speaker, with his passion to
share and teach the gospel, I know Pas-
tor Ligon will continue his tremendous
work at Christian Renewal Church. He
has dedicated his life to spreading the
word of God, and I thank him for his
decades of service.

RECOGNIZING REAR ADMIRAL ERIC JONES

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and
honor Rear Admiral Eric Jones for his
outstanding career and service as Com-
mander of the Seventh Coast Guard
District.

Rear Admiral Jones has dedicated his
life to protecting our country. As Dis-
trict Commander, he is responsible for
all Coast Guard operations throughout
the Southeast and the Caribbean Basin,
which includes Georgia’s First Con-
gressional District.

Notably, under his command, Coast
Guard members responded when a
cargo ship capsized in the Saint Si-
mons Sound. This rescue effort was he-
roic and saved all 24 people on the ship.

During his time, Rear Admiral Jones
has provided extraordinary leadership
and management to the United States
Coast Guard. His service has been
marked by excellence and has received
significant recognition, including four
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Coast Guard Commendation Medals,
the Coast Guard Achievement Medal,
and various service and unit awards.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Rear
Admiral Jones on his next duty assign-
ment and thank him for his years of
service to Georgia’s First Congres-
sional District.

HONORING THE LIFE OF BOBBY CARPENTER

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to remember and
honor Mr. Bobby Carpenter, who passed
away on June 25 at the age of 89.

Bobby graduated from Richmond Hill
High School in 1948. Following gradua-
tion, he served in the U.S. Navy for 4
years. Once back home, Bobby served
as the postmaster of the Richmond Hill
Post Office and received his official
commission from President Lyndon B.
Johnson.

Bobby also served as the president of
Bryan Neck Cemetery Association for
50 years, church treasurer for 25 years,
and a member of the Bryan County
Board of Education. He enriched the
lives of all who knew him and loved
him, and he leaves behind a legacy of
kindness, faith, and love.

Bobby’s dedication to improving the
lives of others will never be forgotten.
Richmond Hill sorely misses him. My
thoughts and prayers are with Bobby’s
family, friends, and all who knew him
during this most difficult time.

———

NATIONAL HEROES DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. CROW) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CROW. Madam Speaker, 9 years
ago today, Aurora, Colorado, faced an
unbelievable tragedy when a shooter
opened fire in a movie theater.

Madam Speaker, 12 people lost their
lives, 70 were injured, and countless
others are still impacted by the trauma
of that day.

Every year, Aurora and the greater
Colorado community come together to
remember the lives lost and the trau-
ma. We also come together to recog-
nize the everyday heroes that stepped
up to help their neighbors and loved
ones. Their heroism saved lives.

I thank my friend and colleague,
Representative ED PERLMUTTER for,
again, offering a resolution to des-
ignate July 28 as National Heroes Day.
This year, in particular, we recognize
the everyday heroes that have helped
us withstand this pandemic, our front-
line workers, scientists, and healthcare
professionals, and the first responders
who stand on the front lines every day.

As we reflect today, let us also be
galvanized into action. In the 9 years
since the Aurora tragedy, little has
been done at the Federal level to re-
duce gun violence and mass shootings.
Enough is enough. I am here, in part,
because I have been inspired by my
constituents who endured incredible
tragedy 9 years ago and have directed
that pain to fight for change. Let us
not grow numb to the pain of this day,
but let’s continue to work toward
meaningful and lasting change.
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NATIONAL PENNSYLVANIA DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize July 20 as National Pennsylvania
Day. Pennsylvania’s nickname, the
Keystone State, represents the central
role we played in shaping our Nation.
Our great Commonwealth was the sec-
ond State to join the Union and contin-
ued to lead the way in making history.

As the first capitol of our Nation,
many great decisions were made in
Philadelphia. It was there our Found-
ing Fathers authored the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution
forming this great Nation. Pennsyl-
vania served in an important role in
key military operations. Valley Forge
tells a story of sacrifice, leadership,
grit, and determination when our rag-
tag military was attempting to defy
history and defeat a global superpower.

The Battle of Gettysburg marked a
turning point of the Civil War, pro-
viding the Union with the momentum
to bring our great Nation back to-
gether. Our State continues to carry
the legacy of many firsts, from the
first American flag sewn by Betsy Ross
to the first commercial oil well.

Our inventor spirit continues to
weave through history, from Benjamin
Franklin, Robert Fulton, and Jonas
Salk. We continue to bring new and ex-
citing ideas forward. Our legacy of
American craftsmanship and work
ethic runs deep, from our steel mills
and coal mines to our farmlands and
forests.

Madam Speaker, as a lifelong resi-
dent of Pennsylvania, I am encouraged
each and every day by the industrious
spirit of our residents as we continue
to build a bright path forward for our
commonwealth and our country.

Happy Pennsylvania Day! I am proud
to be from our great Keystone State.

——
O 1030
HOT FERC SUMMER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. CASTEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Speaker, 1
trust most of my colleagues have heard
of “Hot Girl Summer’’ and the broader
Megan Thee Stallion oeuvre.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to de-
clare the start of “Hot FERC Sum-
mer,” with FERC, of course, being the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion. Why, you might ask? Well, to par-
aphrase Ms. Stallion, because now that
FERC has put in all that work, it is
time for them to be the MVP.

Now, some might say that FERC
isn’t, dare I say, hot enough to warrant
that attention. But for those of us who
are serious about fighting the climate
crisis, they sure should be.

The Commission ensures our energy
markets, generation, and transmission
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are operating and providing us with af-
fordable, reliable energy. But the best
kept secret of all is that FERC is abso-
lutely key to achieving our clean en-
ergy goals and a zero carbon economy.

For the last few decades, FERC’s big-
gest push has been to encourage com-
petition in the power sector. FERC
Order 888, which just celebrated its
25th birthday a few months ago, may
not have cracked the Billboard Top 100,
but it has been almost singularly re-
sponsible for decarbonizing our electric
sector. The order, like most things
FERC-related, was, frankly, pretty
wonky. But by incentivizing lower-cost
gas, nuclear, and renewable energy, it
drove the private sector to drastically
lower their greenhouse gas emissions
and slash electricity costs.

From the perspective of anyone who
pays for electricity, that is fantastic
news. You pay less for cleaner power.

From the perspective of someone who
cares about climate change, it is also
amazing because once a clean energy
plant is built, you don’t need to pay
the wind to blow or the Sun to shine.
Clean energy is the cheapest source of
energy out there, and those old, dirty
plants just can’t compete.

In my home State of Illinois, a recent
study found that it would be cheaper to
sell a coal plant that was just built a
decade ago for scrap and procure clean-
er replacement power through those
FERC-organized markets. Thank you,
FERC.

To kick off “Hot FERC Summer,” I
have introduced bills that will help
FERC build on this success. The first of
these was the Interregional Trans-
mission Planning Improvement Act,
which I introduced with Senator HEIN-
RICH, that will ensure that our grid op-
erators are thinking properly about the
benefits of building transmission wires
across the country.

The second, the Energy PRICE Act,
which I introduced just today with
Representatives LEVIN, HUFFMAN, and
BonaAaMICI, would help ensure that
FERC lives up to its legal responsi-
bility to protect the public welfare by
not approving electricity rates that
don’t account for the cost of green-
house gas emissions.

I will be dropping a third ‘“Hot FERC
Summer’”’ bill—I am sorry, a third hot
jam next week.

But right now, FERC is at a cross-
roads. For the first time in years,
President Biden has an opportunity to
create a Democratic majority at FERC;
a majority that will ensure that these
incentives are in place to build an elec-
tric grid for our 21st century economy;
a majority that will ensure that State
renewable energy rules are respected
and integrated into regional markets, a
majority that will ensure that uneco-
nomic fossil fuel plants are subjected
to the competitive pressures of a free
market that have given us an explosion
in solar and wind energy over the past
decade; a majority that will ensure
that we make further progress in our
clean energy goals rather than trying
to fight against it.
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But in order to do any of that in time
to prevent more climate devastation,
the President must nominate a Com-
missioner to FERC, and the Senate
must confirm that individual. I urge
both to do so as soon as possible to en-
sure that FERC stays at its full power
and that it will be able to continue to
be the most important clean energy
agency that most of us have never
heard of.

As you, of course know, Madam
Speaker, ‘“Hot Girl Summer’” ain’t
about degrees, but ‘“Hot FERC Sum-
mer’ most definitely is. The record
temperatures from Portland to Death
Valley, the wildfires, and the coming
hurricane season are all the direct re-
sult of our failure to decarbonize as
quickly as we must.

While this summer is the hottest
FERC summer yet, it is coming on the
heels of 2020, which was the hottest
summer North America has ever seen
for as long as we have records. In point
of fact, the 10 warmest summers on
record have occurred since 1998. If we
fail to act, they will be nothing com-
pared to the summers we will experi-
ence over the coming decades because
while the best chance to take action on
climate was 30 years ago, the last
chance is now.

————
EMPOWERING THE FREE MARKET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEHLS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, the
Consumer Price Index rose 5.4 percent
in the last year, the highest inflation
in 13 years.

Americans are paying more for near-
ly everything. According to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, the price of milk is
up 5.6 percent; the price of fruit is up
7.3 percent; and the price of gas is up a
whopping 45 percent.

Americans are paying more for goods
and services because of the Democrats’
out-of-control spending. Despite the
dire economic state Democrats’ reck-
less spending has put us in, they are
now trying to ram through a partisan
$3.5 trillion package that will raise
taxes on the middle class and job cre-
ators.

What are Democrats telling Amer-
ican businesses to do when they are
going to raise taxes and impose regula-
tions on them as they try to rebuild in
the aftermath of a pandemic? They are
telling them to take their business
overseas.

To bounce back from the Biden ad-
ministration’s dismal job reports in
consecutive months, we need to be
stimulating economic opportunity and
growth with less taxes and less regula-
tion. Doing so will help spur the cre-
ation of good-paying jobs that encour-
age people to get back in the work-
force.

What won’t fix it is continuing to
throw money at the economy, which
seems to be all the Washington swamp
knows how to do. The Democrats’ lib-
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eral tax-and-spend model is failing our
economy and failing the American peo-
ple.

We are not going to spend our way
out of this mess with trillion-dollar
programs that do nothing but serve lib-
eral special interests. We do it by let-
ting the free market flourish through
lower taxes, lower regulation, and
more economic freedom.

It worked under President Trump
when he set records in unemployment,
and it will work again if only the Fed-
eral Government would get out of the
way and empower the people and the
free market.

———

GETTING VACCINATED TO
PROTECT OUR FAMILIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Nevada (Mrs. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today as COVID cases surge in
my home State of Nevada and across
this country.

In fact, in the past 3 days, Nevada
has added over 2,000 new cases, and our
2-week positivity rate has rapidly
grown to more than 12 percent. Hos-
pitalizations are up, too, with the vast
majority being among, you guessed it,
the unvaccinated.

Unfortunately, just over half of Ne-
vadans are fully or partially vac-
cinated. We must all do our part to end
this pandemic. The best thing you can
do to protect yourself, your family, the
ones you care about most is to get vac-
cinated.

Getting your vaccine is safe and,
now, easier than ever. Believe it or not,
back home in Nevada, it comes with
the chance to win more than $5 million
in prizes. That is how desperate we are
to make sure that everyone is moti-
vated to go get a vaccine.

Please, go to vaccines.gov to find a
clinic. For those who are already vac-
cinated, please take the time this week
to reach out and encourage your peers
to do their part, too.

Together, we can stop the spread and
get our lives back to normal.

——

REPORTING ON MISSING BLACK
CHILDREN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker,
this first speech that I am going to
give today is, as we used to say in
church, something that the Lord spoke
on my heart. He speaks to me, just not
in an audible voice. This is something
that has kind of been a burden with me
for quite some time.

Madam Speaker, today, I rise to ex-
press my great concern for the dis-
proportionate number of missing Black
children in our country and the way
they are treated by our national media.

Every child is precious, Madam
Speaker, and it is a tragedy whenever a
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